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Richie comes out to get his bag, sees the Janitor and starts sneaking up 
behind him again.

AUDIENCE
Behind you!

JANITOR
Yeah, good one. That’s the spirit. Keep that in mind in case anyone sneaks up on 
someone.

AUDIENCE
BEHIND YOU.

This time the Janitor looks around and actually sees Richie, but as he 
goes to admonish him, Richie’s father enters the room.

RICHIE’S FATHER
What the hell are you doing stuffing about here. Choir finished a while ago!

RICHIE
I... I came back to get my bag.

RICHIE’S FATHER
What’s in it? Lead? I’ve been sitting out the front for 15 minutes and watched every 
other kid leave. When I pick you up, I have to close the store. Closed store means no 
customers means no income.

Richie’s father pushes Richie. The Janitor, concerned, walks towards 
the pair.

Oh the floor sweeper’s got something to say. This should be good. Got some broom 
tips have you? How about you mind your business and see if you can sweep floors 
without it proving too much for you. And YOU... get to the car.!!!

Richie and his father leave the stage... his father hitting him across the 
head as they go. The Janitor looks a mix of furious, upset and 
powerless, then also leaves the stage.

INT. VANESSA'S  LOUNGE ROOM - EVENING12 12

We pick up on a discussion  in progress.

VANESSA
You have to!

DANIEL
I don’t have to.
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VANESSA
But you’re the best lawyer in town.

DANIEL
Says the sister planning a guilt trip.

VANESSA
Think of the kids.

DANIEL
Come on, that’s below you. I always think of the kids.

VANESSA
But think how much it would mean to them to have their dad standing up for them in 
court.

DANIEL
Man, you are shameless with this stuff.

VANESSA
But it’s true. This is something they believe passionately in.

DANIEL
And that’s my point. I don’t. And I’m starting to get a real sense of deja vu... I’m 
pretty sure we’ve already had this same argument... and not once... twice!

VANESSA
Families do that... they have the same arguments over and over again. But this isn’t 
that same argument.

DANIEL
Feels like it.

VANESSA
I’m not talking about Faith... you can figure that out for yourself.

DANIEL
Why, thank you.

VANESSA
This is about standing up against commercialism, standing up against bullies and 
standing up for your kids.

DANIEL
I’d feel like a fraud, arguing passionately for something I don’t care about.
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VANESSA
Isn’t that what lawyers do?

DANIEL
That’s not what I do. If I defend something, I need to believe. 

VANESSA
So believe this Myopica is doing the wrong thing... and believe in your kids. Just have 
their backs, win or lose. 

Kitty and Jake enter.

KITTY
Sorry for interrupting, but Jake has a surprise for you.

DANIEL
(smiling)

What is it mate?

KITTY
He’s got a song for you.

SONG: SILENT NIGHT

JAKE
SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT!
ALL IS CALM, ALL IS BRIGHT.
ROUND YON VIRGIN, MOTHER AND CHILD.

Jake chokes up, Kitty steps in picks up the next line.

KITTY
HOLY INFANT SO TENDER AND MILD,

KITTY; JAKE
SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE,
SLEEP IN HEAVENLY PEACE

TAYLOR FAMILY
SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT!
SHEPHERDS QUAKE AT THE SIGHT.
GLORIES STREAM FROM HEAVEN AFAR
HEAVENLY HOSTS SING ALLELUIA,
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR IS BORN!
CHRIST THE SAVIOUR IS BORN
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