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JUDGE KING
Nonsense, it’s my job. Now, looking at this rather lengthy tome, it all seems to be
here. Copyright legislation, precedents... chapter and verse. Looks pretty open and
shut to me.
LEAD COUNSEL
Thank you, your honour.
JUDGE KING
In fact, it hardly seems worth wasting the courts time on, it’s so obvious.
Daniel and Mrs Petersen share a nervous look.
...but we’re a court of law and both sides get their day in court. M r... Taylor is it?
DANIEL
Yes, your honour..
JUDGE KING
Just to save us all a lot of time... are you willing to stipulate for the record that the
documents filed by your learned colleagues are accurate.
DANIEL
You mean the whole lot?
JUDGE KING
I do.
DANIEL
In one big bunch?
JUDGE KING
I do. And if you make me say “I do” one more time I believe we will be technically
married.
DANIEL
I don’t know HOW copyright for Christmas was ever granted...but as a matter of
law... I stipulate that the documents submitted are accurate.
JUDGE KING
There we go. Well, that’s more or less the entire case. The law. The law says people
are able to obtain copyright. The law says people may enforce their copyright.
(pause)
... there’s just one thing I’m curious about.... and it’s something you alluded to M r
Taylor. How WAS this copyright granted.
M YOPICA
(stands up)
I object!
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JUDGE KING
(possibly looking over glasses)
And who might you be?
M YOPICA
(loudly, and preening herself)
I... am M yopica Horton-Smythe!
Dead silence for an extended beat... possibly the sound of crickets.
JUDGE KING
Well sit down, you silly woman, and leave the objecting to your lawyer. Now where
was I ... ah yes... The nagging question I had while I was reading these documents,
was ... How can you copyright Christmas?
LEAD COUNSEL
Surely that’s not a matter for this court today, your honour. The copyright HAS been
granted, and if someone wanted to dispute that, that would be for another case,
another court, another time.
JUDGE KING
Hmmmm. Yes, I see what you mean. Only thing is... we are here TODAY, in M Y
court where I will rule on THIS case.
LEAD COUNSEL
But your honour...
JUDGE KING
And as I always ask myself, whenever I sit in this chair, in front of the fine people of
Jackson, gavel in hand.... What is my job here today?
LEAD COUNSEL
But your honour...
JUDGE KING
And after much consideration, I have concluded that I am here today to decide if this
Concert should go ahead...
LEAD COUNSEL
But your honour, I must object.
JUDGE KING
Noted.
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M YOPICA
(stands again)
And I DOUBLE object.
JUDGE KING
(losing his patience)
Oh you DOUBLE object. Well, I DOUBLE DARE you to speak out of turn again...
Bailiff, get your handcuffs ready...
Myopica reluctantly sits down.
Counsel, if you believe your case is best served by having your client continually
interrupt me, might I suggest you adopt a new strategy.
LEAD COUNSEL
Yes, your honour.
JUDGE KING
So... forgetting what is and isn’t copyright... SHOULD you be able to copyright
Christmas? Should you be able to copyright Easter? Or Hannukah. Or Thanksgiving?
DANIEL
Exactly your honour.
JUDGE KING
Oh you AGREE do you?
DANIEL
I ... um... think so your honour?
JUDGE KING
That’s splendid... it really is.
DANIEL
Your honour?
JUDGE KING
All I’ve said is that my mind is open to being convinced. And so far you’ve done
nothing of a sort. Convince me.
DANIEL
Why there should be no copyright on Christmas?
JUDGE KING
The ball’s in your court, son, impress me.

